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Our Mission
Developmental Center of the Ozarks 
makes a positive difference in the 
community by providing services which 
enable individuals to reach and maintain 
their optimal level of development.

DCO is so thankful for the Ozark Mountain Gem & Mineral Society!  
For the 19th year, proceeds from the Gem Show will support the adult 
programs of DCO.  This year marks the 42nd year for the show which 
includes door prizes, a gem auction, dealer and educational displays, and 
working demonstrations.  One of the favorites is a rock food section; see 
the amazing picture below.

If you haven’t been to this great family event, you’ll want to check it out! 
Join us on October 17th and 18th at the Expo Center on St. Louis Street.  
It’s just $3.50 for adults and $0.50 for children 12 and under.  

We’ll see you there!

Valerie and Floyd Carpenter from the Treasure Chest share why they support DCO.  They have headed the Gem and Jewelry Show for a number of years.

Left: Everything 
you see at this 
place setting is 
actually a gem or 
rock!  
Right: A peak at 
the great displays.
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Fifty-five Years and Counting
Fifty-five years.  It’s hard to believe how much can happen in that span of time.  This month we are 
celebrating DCO’s 55th anniversary and we are so excited!  DCO has grown to a fully inclusive 
program, serving infants, children, and adults with developmental disabilities in Southwest Missouri.  Of 
course, none of this growth would  have been possible without the support of the community.  Thank 
you!  

in addition to community support, DCO has been very fortunate to have a caring staff to work with all of 
the individuals in our programs.  One such staff member is Bette.  Bette has been with us for seven years 
now.  She started out working one on one with an adult in our program.  She later became an instructor 
in the Technology Learning Center, and is now in our Employment Program.  As an Employment 
Specialist, Bette works with adults to prepare them as well as help them secure a job.  

When asked, Bette said she could not pinpoint her most rewarding experience at DCO, because she 
has had so many.  Among them was when an individual she’d been working with for over two years on 
recognizing her name in print, finally did.   

That’s what we do here every day.  Providing services so individuals can reach and maintain their   
    optimal level of development.  What a blessing!

        
   Allan McKelvy       
   Executive Director

   P.S. Join us October 22 at 4 p.m. for our Ribbon Cutting   
   ceremony in Taney County. (1533 E Hwy 76, Branson)

Thanks for sharing your heart!

EmbroidMe provided discounted shirts for our DCO Night 
at the Ballpark staff appreciation event.

Price Cutter Charity Championship staff put together 
another great event for area charities.

Missouri State university basketball program, you know 
why we like you! ;)

united Way of the Ozarks - your dedication each year 
amazes us!

Thank you!!

Connect 
with us!

Original  Cerebral Palsy 

Development Center, 1954
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October 17-18 Gem Show

November 26 Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot

December 1-24 Gift Wrap Booth

Looking Ahead
Additional 

details at 

DCOonline.com!

No need to pick and choose which great DCO fundraising event to attend 
in 2010!  With the DCO All Access Pass you’ll receive two tickets to each 

of the following 2010 DCO events:  Boulevard Dinner, Malibu Beach 
Bash, and Wine Walk.  All for just $400, a savings of $120!

Interested?  Call (417) 829-0804. (Passes available for purchase through March 31)

For the complete 2010 event calendar, go to DCOonline.com.

DCO All Access Pass

Register nowat active.com!

NEW!

View the complete shift calendar at DCOonline.com. 
(special events calendar)

It’s that time again!  We are gearing up for our 34th annual Gift Wrap Booth fundraiser.  
Throughout the month of December, we have hundreds of volunteers helping raise money 

for DCO by wrapping gifts at our booth at the Battlefield Mall.  

   Get involved:  Volunteer gift wrapper shifts are filling up as we speak, 
and we have a spot just for you!  Groups and individuals are welcome.  

To sign up, email Denise at dalvarez@dcoonline.com 
or call at (417) 829-0804.  

Can’t volunteer?  No problem; be sure to stop by our booth to get your 
gifts wrapped and be part of DCO’s longest standing fundraiser!
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TLC Makes an Art Walk Appearance
You may have heard about the great artwork being created in our adult 
programs.  Well, throughout September you were able to view it as well!  TLC 
artists were highlighted at the First Friday Art Walk in September.  Original 
paintings were on display at Lili’s Diner throughout the month for all to see.

Consumers in The Arts, Designing with Art, and use Your imagination classes 
proved to be quite creative in their artistic endeavors.  Art is the simplest form 
of communication.  Many of our consumers have limited verbal communication 
abilities and are able to express themselves through art.

Watch for future art exhibits and, in the meantime, if you missed it at Lili’s, stop 
by DCO and check it out!

Adult Day Centers Explore
Thanks to the Greene County Medical Society Alliance, we 
were able to purchase a new adjustable changing table for 
our Greene County ADC.  With this table, consumer care 
will be more individualized, and those who are able to bear 
weight on their feet will be able to offer more assistance to a 
sitting position on the table.  it will also be more individualized 
for staff, promoting safe lifting with the ability to adjust the 
height of the table.  

Our Christian County ADC has full and part time openings 
available.  If you know someone who could benefit from this 
day program, please call 725-4721 for additional           

  information.

New Employment Training Skills Class
A great collaboration exists between our TLC program and our Employment program.  Through some of our 
pre-vocational classes, consumers are able to get prepared for what 
to expect in the Employment Program.  We are excited about a new 
aspect of this collaboration!

The Employment Training Skills class in TLC is an expansion of the 
pre-vocational lab.  Consumers assemble products, market, and 
sell them.  Each individual enrolled will complete projects that can 
be sold with the majority of the money returning to the individual.  
Currently, the class is preparing their work plan.  They will be putting 
together various chocolate gift baskets which will be available for 
purchase later this fall.  The cost of the baskets will be determined 
by the size as well as the contents, which may include a variety of 
chocolate items such as hot chocolate, candies, or cookies.  We 
would be happy to discuss specific requests you may have. 

If you would like to be notified when the plan is complete and baskets are ready to sell, or would like 
to make a donation to the projects, please email Brice at bhall@dcoonline.com.   This is a very exciting 
opportunity to support the training skills class!
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Taney County ADC Learns About China

Learning to Crawl 

Classes Celebrate New Equipment

Each month the Taney County Adult Day Center has been choosing 
different countries to study. in July the focus was on the customs, 
currency, animals, inventions, and flag of China. 

They made coolie hats, which they learned the workers from China 
wore to protect themselves from the sun and rain. They also made 
Chinese lanterns used for decoration. A favorite activity was a visit 
to the local Acrobats of China Show where they were shown artwork 
made with the palm and fingers of the artist’s hands. 

The month ended with a Chinese feast and many of the participants 
demonstrating their skills with chopsticks. 

One of the most common questions that a DCO therapist is asked 
about the development of a young child is: “is it okay if my child skips 
crawling?”  The unanimous answer will be NO!  Crawling is one 
of the milestones in motor development of a child, and each motor 
milestone is also a brain developmental milestone.  Crawling helps 
develop postural control, balance, locomotion (movement), vision, 
and manipulation.

One child that has overcome many obstacles to crawl is Lainee.  
Lainee is a beautiful little girl who was born without the ability to 
fully straighten her arms.  You would think that this would make 
crawling very difficult if not impossible.  Lainee’s parents and 

her therapist were determined that Lainee was going to crawl – and crawl 
she did!!  With the use of elbow splints and a lot of tough love, Lainee was able to crawl all around 

the house and cause as much trouble as her twin brother!!  Eventually she learned to crawl without the 
splints, and she is now beginning to walk.  Her parents’ hard work to get Lainee to crawl can be noticed 
in her use of a pincer grasp to eat cheerios and her ability to point one finger at her brother.  She recently 
scored at a developmental age level higher than her actual age.   The importance of her time spent 
crawling will be seen for years as she uses her eyes, her hands, and her senses every day. 

The classes in our ECCE were fortunate to receive a grant from                    
Community Foundation of the Ozarks for learning centers, listening 
equipment, gross motor equipment, and developmental toys and 
supplies.  As you can see from the pictures at right, the children (and 
staff!) have enjoyed the opportunity to use the items in the classrooms.  
One of the favorites has been the different learning centers.  From 
books they can follow along with audio tracks, to costumes that allow 
the children to enter a whole new world while learning about different 
cultures, because of this grant, our children are growing.

Thank you to the                             from all of us at DCO!
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July - September 2009 

Contributions

$1,000 - $7,000

$250 - $999

Bank of America Foundation
Canton inn

Community Foundation of the Ozarks
Susan and John Gentry

Glazers Midwest
Midwest Family Broadcast

Rock ‘N Ribs BBQ Festival
Jeff and Kym Russell

Springfield Grocer Co.
St. John’s Health System

Chris and Alesha Stephens
Wal-Mart Foundation

Gift-in-Kind

4 B’s Hunting
417 Magazine

Alliance of Alumni Associations 
of university of Missouri

AmCraft Ornamental iron
American Red Cross

Ashley Furniture Home Store
Askinosie Chocolate

Autonique
Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World

Bass Pro-Corporate Office
Laird A. Bell

Best Refrigeration
Brickstone Ace Hardware

Brown Derby
BugZero inc.

Candy House Gourmet 
Chocolates

Churchill Coffee Co.
City utilities

Cravin’ Pizza
D. Cloud & Company, LLC

Da Barefoot Chef Restaurant & 
Catering

Debra and Morris Dock
Drury Hotels

Dynamic Body
El Maguey

El Puente Mexican Restaurant
Fit One

Flame and Flair
Flower Merchant, Ltd.

Fremont Hills Country Club
G. L. Moore Tire inc

Gene and Jerry Jones Family 
Charities

Girlfriends & Giggles
Hermann Wine Trail

Jennifer Holmes
Yvette and Dr. Steve Hughes

James Decor
Dr. Matthew Kienstra

Belinda Langham
McDonald’s #6061

MSu
MSu Athletics

Nu Essence Massage & Day 
Spa

O’Reilly Auto Parts
Ozark Greenways

Panera Bread
Pellegrino’s School of Music

Pineapple Whip
Dr. Daniel Pinheiro

Provence Gifts and Antiques
Race Brothers Farm Supply, inc.
Ramada Oasis inn and Conven-

tion Center
Haven Richardson

Sam’s Wholesale Club
Sequel Dose

Showboat Branson Belle
Paula Shull

Sight & Sound Theatres
Silver Dollar City, inc.

Sisters of Mercy Health System
Springfield Hot Glass

St. John’s Medical Spa
St. Louis Blues

Star Portrait Design
Dr. Shachar Tauber

The Beer Company, LLC
The Carpet Shoppe

The Etiquette Academy
The Quirkles
The Thicket

Touch Restaurant
Trolley’s

uptown Angels
Vino 100
W3 Salon

Well Fed Head
White Water/HFE
Wine Valley inn

DCO accepts a gift from Wal-Mart 
Foundation for a new autism 

auditory hypersensitivity program.  

$100 - $249

Heather Anderson
Glenda Bond

Marci A. Bowling
Rhonda Burtelson

Carnahan, Evans, Cantwell & 
Brown, P.C.
Sarah Cates

Thomas Clarke
Randy Cowherd

Brian and Marisa DeClue
Lacy and Dusty Emmert

Judy Everett
Rick and Candy Flint

Shari and Mike Gerke
Nicola and Monica Gilardi

Kim Greene
Joyce Harmon

Dennis and Ann Heim
Emily J. Kembell

David Knapp
Steve and Joanie Loyd

Linda Marshall
Delvan Mitchell Jr.

MODOCO
Dana Montgomery and Doug 

Thornsberry
Rodney and Melissa Nichols
Steve and Linda Nurnberg

Vern Oatman
Galen and Marleen Pellham

Randall Robinson
Travis Routh

Charles Ruyle
Don and Linda Schooler

Marie and Dr. Bharat Shah
Laura and Justin Skiles

Rhonda Sorensen
Emily Spalding

Andy and Dulsey Stewart
Team Media, LLC

John and Lori Wanamaker
Tracy and Joanie Watkins

Rachel and Rob Bergin
Chase

Davis Property Management, LLC
Robert L. Fitzgerald

Dr. Walt and Martha Gaska
Foon Hato and Debbie Wong

Stacey and Scott Landrum
Bridgette and Gary Leonard

Jay Martinez

Linda and Colin McAllister
Karen and Delvan Mitchell Sr.

Stan and Dianna Myers
Tony and Linda Shalloup

Tal and Rosalie O’Reilly Wooten 
Family Foundation

This is a great time to think about your year-end giving.  
You’ll find an opportunity to share with DCO on the last 

page of this newsletter.  if you have business income 
and are interested in NAP tax credits, call 

Marisa at (417) 829-0896. 
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Looking Back
Our sixth annual Malibu beach bash was July 31 at the 
Ramada Oasis Convention Center.  From costumes to 
food to decor, it was obvious we were “Shipwrecked 
on Gilligan’s Island.”  The event featured unique live 
and silent auctions and entertainment provided by 
Sequel Dose.  Thanks to  the support of our committee 
and sponsors, we were able to raise $43,000!

BiG KAHuNA:

BEACH BuMS:

DCO was honored to again be a part of the 
Price cutter charity chaMPionshiP tournaMent 
Presented by dr. PePPer.  Thanks to 
BancorpSouth for sponsoring a hole 
on behalf of DCO and to all the 
event staff and volunteers for making 
this another great year!

day oF caring was August 20th.  We look 
forward to this united Way event each year.  
Employees from ANPAC, Arvest Bank, American 
Family, AWG, and Wilhoit Properties came out 
to do lots of painting and landscaping work.  
Thank you to each of you for your service! 

in September we held our sixth annual Wine Walk 
and alexander Valley Wine barrel derby.  MoDoCo 
and Bruno’s were the first place winners in the 
barrel race. For the walk, downtown Springfield 
hosted hundreds of people who visited 13 locations 
for a night of wine tasting.  This was the second 
year for our VIP Uncorked event prior to the official 
start of the Walk.  A rep from Silver Oak Cellars 
made the event extra special.  Mark your calendars 
for September 23, 2010!

PRESENTED BY:

The anPac car shoW is another united Way 
event we are thankful for.  On Saturday, September 
26 hundreds of families came out to support 
charities of the Ozarks.  Thanks to everyone who 
participated!
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Please helP us!  You can help us save money by joining our email list at DCOonline.com.  If you received more than 
one copy of this newsletter, want us to delete your name from our list, or your name or address appear incorrectly, 
please contact DCO. • (417) 829-0804 • dalvarez@DCOonline.com

                     Credit Card Number            Exp.                       Sec. Code 
Name (please print)       Phone (      )
Address       E-mail    
City, State, Zip      Signature      

We appreciate your gift to support the programs at DCO! 

Yes!  i believe everyone belongs in our community.  Please accept my 
gift of  $____________________. 

  Check enclosed      Credit card (record below)

  Quarterly pledge of $___________   Monthly pledge of $__________

  Please contact me about NAP Tax Credits.
  Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

1545 E Pythian
Springfield, MO 65802


